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SUBJ: COTU DIVIDED OVER DISMISSAL OF NON-KENYANS 

1 . KENYA TRADE LEADERS ARE DIVIDED OVER WHETHER 

TO SUPPORT OR OPPOSE SACKING OF NON-KENYANS IN PRIVATE 
INDUSTRY. ISSUE HAS SURFACED IN WAKE OE BREAKUP OP 
EAST COMMUNITY CORPORATIONS, WITH ATTENDANT 
TERMINATION OF NON-NATIONAL COMMUNITY EMPLOYEES IN 
KENYA, TANZANIA AND UGANDA. 

2. JUMA BOY, SECRETARY GENERAL OP CENTRAL ORGANIZATION 
OF TRADE UNIONS (COTU), OPPOSES SACKING OP NON-NATIONALS 
BECUSE HE BELIEVES THIS WILL RESULT IN WHOLESALE TERMI- 
NATION OF KENYANS WORKING IN TANZANIA. BOY ENGAGED IN 
SPIRITED PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION OF QUESTION JULY 29 
WITH MINISTER OF LABOR JAMES NYAMWEYA. MYAMEYA DENIED 
IT IS GOVERNMENT POLICY TO DISMISS CITIZENS OF TANZANIA 
AND UGANDA EXCEPT WHERE SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS 
DICTATE. HE ALSO DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTED IN- 
CIDENTS OF SUCH FIRINGS IN COAST PROVINCE. 
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3. BOY WAS DISSATISFIED WITH NYAMWEYA'S RESPONSE. 
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HE TOLD EMBOFF HE KNOWS FIRING ARE HAPPENING AND 
UNLESS GOVERNMENT MAKES UNEQUICOCAL SHOWING OF GOOD 
FAITH, TANZANIA (AND UGANDA TO LESSER DEGREE) WILL 
MOVE TO EXPEL KENYAN WORKERS. BOY SAID HE PLANS TO 
TAKE QUESTION TO COTU GENERAL COUNCIL. 

4. BOY ADDED THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL CHARLES NJONJO 
DISAGREES WITH HIM ON QUESTION, URING THAT UGANDANS 
AND TANZANIANS BE ENCOURAGED TO LEAVE KENYA. 

5. PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSIONS WAS SPARKED BY PRIVATE 
MEMBER QUESTION NOTING WIDESPRED UNEMPLOYMENT OF 
KENYANS AND URGING FOREIGNERS BE DISMISSED TO MAKE 
ROOM FOR THEM. SO FAR, DISCUSSION HAS REVOLVED MAIN- 
LY AROUND EMPLOYMENT OF NON-NATIONAL AFRICANS, AND HAS 
NOT FOCUSED ON SENSITIVE ISSUE OF NON-CITIZENS ASIANS 
AND EUROPEAN EXPATRIATES. 

6. NAIROBI "STANDARD" JULY 30 REPORTED COTU'S COAST 
BRANCH MEANWHILE HAS ASKED ALL FIRMS AT COAST WHCIH 
STILL EMPLOY NON-KENYANS TO HAVE THEIR SERVICES TERMI- 
NATED IMMEDIATELY AND REPLACED BY KENYANS. IT ALSO 
REPORTED DEMAND BY KENYAN WORKERS THAT NON-NATIONALS 
BE DISMISSED FROM POSITIONS AT KENYA'S COMMUNICATIONS 
SATELLITE GROUND STATION AT LONGONOT. 

DECON I-I-77. 

MARSHALL 
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